
Environmental storytelling: book suggestions from the Storytell listserv (Feb. 2022) 

My own suggestion: Earth Care, World Folktales to Talk About, Margaret Read MacDonald 

 

Jennifer Ramsay wrote: I’d recommend The Earth Story collection. 

You can buy the books or download the stories on the following 

website: https://theearthstoriescollection.org/en/home/ 

You could go one step further and become an Earth Storyteller who actively tells these 

stories 😊 

 

Fran Stallings wrote: Storytelling and Ecology: Empathy, Enchantment and Emergence in the 

Use of Oral Narratives by Anthony Nanson, which has just won a Storytelling World award. 

Unfortunately this edition seems to be ferociously expensive, but maybe university libraries 

will get a copy they can lend. 

His earlier Storytelling and Ecology: Reconnecting Nature and People Through Oral 

Narrative may be more readily available. 

 

Allison Galbraith wrote: Dr Alette Willis and I put a collection of folktales with an 

environmental theme together. 

The introductory chapters look at the role storytelling can play in relation to the 

environmental crisis: 

Dancing With Trees, Eco-Tales from the British Isles, by Allison Galbraith & Alette Willis, 

(2017, The History Press) https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Allison-Galbraith/Dancing-with-

Trees--Eco-Tales-from-the-British-Isles/20456473 

 

Jay Leeming wrote: Wisdom of the Mythtellers by Sean Kean is excellent— more thoughtful 

than practical, perhaps, but it does contain stories as well. 

 

Gail Herman wrote: Nature Tales, Pleasant DeSpain. It is not a pedagogical book. 

 

Paul wrote: Storytelling for a Greener World: Environment, Community and Story-based 

Learning (now republished as Storytelling for Nature Connection: Environment, Community 

and Story Based learning) 



 The editors are Alida Gersie, Anthony Nanson, and Edward Schieffelin. It's also expensive 

now, as a paperback, although I don't think I paid that much for it last  year, but not so 

expensive as an e-book. 

Suzanne Whitby wrote (with a degree of understatement) :  

I have quite a lot of material on storytelling and partly the environment, but mostly climate 

change, sustainability, behaviour change and creating a sense of place, all of which feed into 

my PhD. Below are a few books, and quite a few links.  

Books: here are a few books that might be helpful - they are about storytelling and the 

environment, and often climate change, but perhaps a few bits and pieces might be of 

interest: 

Climate Change and Storytelling: Narratives and Cultural Meaning in Environmental 

Communication. By Annika Arnold 

Myths of the Sacred Tree by Moyra Cladecoot.  

Storytelling and Ecology: Empathy, Enchantment and Emergence in the Use of Oral 

Narratives (Bloomsbury Advances in Ecolinguistics). By Anthony Nanson   

The Earth Stories Collection: How to Make Another World Possible with Myths, Legends, and 

Traditional Stories by Grian A. Cutanda. Seville, Spain: The Avalon Project, 2019.  

Articles: below are a list of papers and articles that may or may not be helpful. Some are 

about traditional storytelling, some about "storytelling through branding" or "storytelling 

through digital channels" or "storytelling in climate communication", but there are also 

some interesting articles about how stories help etc. Sorry, there are quite a few!! 
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e01542–n/a. doi:10.1002/bes2.1542. 
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Bloomfield, E.F. and Manktelow, C. (2021) ‘Climate communication and 

storytelling’, Climatic change, 167(3-4). doi:10.1007/s10584-021-03199-6. 
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doi:10.5789/7-1-124. 
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Canada’, PloS one, 16(6), p. e0252952–. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0252952. 
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doi:10.1007/s11625-020-00793-y. 
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Daigle, J.J. et al. (2019) ‘Traditional Lifeways and Storytelling: Tools for Adaptation and 

Resilience to Ecosystem Change’, Human ecology : an interdisciplinary journal, 47(5), pp. 
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172. doi:10.26613/esic.1.1.23. 

Hendersson, H. and Wamsler, C. (2019) ‘New stories for a more conscious, sustainable 

society: claiming authorship of the climate story’, Climatic change, 158(3-4), pp. 345–359. 
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Herman, R.D.K. (2015) ‘Traditional knowledge in a time of crisis: climate change, culture and 

communication’, Sustainability science, 11(1), pp. 163–176. doi:10.1007/s11625-015-0305-
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Margaret Read MacDonald wrote: From NSN bibliography  

FOLKTALE COLLECTIONS WITH ECOLOGICAL THEMES 

Celebrating the Earth: Stories, Experiences, and Activities by Norma Livo. Englewood, 

CO:  Libraries Unlimited, 2000. Learn about the natural world through folktales, personal 

narrative and hands-on activities. 

Day of the Moon Shadow: Tales w/ Ancient Answers to Scientific Questions by Judy Gail and 

Linda Houlding.  Englewood, CO:  Libraries Unlimited, 1995. Contemporary science through 

the viewpoint of the ancients; a unique multicultural and scientific resource. 

Earth Care: World Folktales to Talk About by Margaret Read MacDonald. Atlanta, GA: 

August House, 2005.    A companion to Peace Tales: World Folktales to Talk About.   41 tales 

chosen because they make some point about man's relationship to the earth. 

The Earth Stories Collection: How to Make Another World Possible with Myths, Legends, and 

Traditional Stories by Grian A. Cutanda.  Seville, Spain: The Avalon Project, 2019.  Detailed 

discussion of rationale for using folktales, plus 45 stories from the Earth Stories 

Collection. https://theearthstoriescollection.org/en/home 

Earthtales: Storytelling in Times of Change by Alida Gershie. London: Greenprint, 1992. An 

extensive collection of well-chosen tales. Useful as a storytelling source. 

Family of Earth and Sky: Indigenous Tales of Nature from Around the World by John Elder 

and Hertha D. Wong. Boston: Beacon Press, 1994. A widely ranging collection, not 

necessarily tellable, but thought-provoking. 

Hidden Stories in Plants: Unusual and Easy-to-tell Stories from Around the World Together 

with Creative Things to Do While Telling Them by Anne Pellowski. New York: MacMillan, 

1990. Tellable stories, with activities. 



Keepers of the Earth: Native American Stories and Environmental Activities for Children by 

Michael J. Caduto and Joseph Bruchac, Fulcrum Inc, 1988.    

The Language of the Birds by David M. Guss. San Francisco: North Point Press, 1985. Guss 

includes poetry, essays, and folklore in this thoughtful collection. You might not find tellable 

material here, but you will gain from experiencing the book. 

Learning from the Land: Teaching Ecology through Stories and Activities by Brian “Fox” 

Ellis, Santa Barbara, CA: Libraries Unlimited, 1996. 

Myths of the Sacred Tree by Moyra Cladecoot. Rochester, New Vt.: Destiny Books, 1993. 

Cladecoot is interested in the mythological meanings of trees, her stories go deep, and will 

interest those who tell primarily to adult listeners. 

The Rain Forest Storybook: Traditional Stories from the Peoples of South America, Africa, and 

South-East Asia by Rosalind Kervin. Cambridge University Press, 1994. Great collection of 

exciting tales. 

Spinning Tales, Weaving Hope: Stories of Peace, Justice and the Environment by Ed Brody, 

Jay Goldspinner, Katie Green, Rona Leventhal, and John Porcino of Stories for World Change 

Network. Philadelphia, Pa.: New Society Publishers, 1992, 2002. Favorite tales for telling 

contributed by professional storytellers. 

Storytelling for a Greener World: Environment, Community, and Story-based Learning.by 

Alida Gershie, Anthony Nanson, Edward Schieffelin, Charlene Collison, and Jon 

Cree.     Stroud, England: Hawthorne Press, 2014. 

Tales Alive: Bird Tales from Near and Far by Susan Milford. Charlotte, VT: Williamson 

Publishing, 1998. Six timeless folktales inspired by birds from around the world with hands-

on activities. 

Tales with Tails: Storytelling the Wonders of the Natural World by Kevin Strauss, Englewood, 

CO: Libraries Unlimited, 2006. 



Tales of the Shimmering Sky: Ten Global Folktales with Activities. By Susan Milord. Charlotte, 

VT: Williamson Publishing, 1996. Investigating the science of the shimmering sky with crafts, 

cooking, math, games and history.  

SINGLE TALES WITH ECOLOGICAL THEMES  {for many more tales see collections above)  

“Elsie Piddock Skips in Her Sleep” in Martin Pippin in the Daisy Field by Eleanor Farjeon (NY: 

Lippincott, 1937).  Elsie skips rope to keep the developers away from the fairy mound. 

“The Magic Box” in The Way of the Storyteller by Ruth Sawyer (NY: Viking, 1942).  Tonio’s 

father gives him a magic box which causes the farm to thrive, as long as a bit of its grains are 

shaken onto each corner of the field each day. 

“The Man Who Planted Hope and Grew Happiness” by Jean Giono, in Sharing the Joy of 

Nature by Joseph Cornell.  (Nevada City, CA: Dawn, 1989.  True story of man who spends 

forty years planting trees. 

“Mouse Woman and Porcupine Hunter” in Mouse Woman and the Mischief Makersby 

Christie Harris (NY:  Atheneum, 1977).   Great Porcupine teachers couple not to overhunt. 

“The Strange Folding Screen” in Men from the Village Deep in the Mountains  by Garrett 

Bang (NY: Macmillan, 1973).  Frogs beg man not to see property to developer. 

TO FIND TALES ON NATURE THEMES USE THESE RESOURCES 

The Storyteller’s Sourcebook: A Subject, Title, and Motif Index to Folklore Collections for 

Children by Margaret Read MacDonald.  Detroit, MI: Gale Research, 1981.    Search for 

names of animals, birds, plants, moon, stars, etc. 

The Storyteller’s Sourcebook: A Subject, Title and Motif Index to Folklore Collections for 

Children 1983-1999  by Margaret Read MacDonald and Brian Sturm.  Detroit, MI: Gale 

Research, 2001.  

FOLKTALE PICTURE BOOKS WITH ECOLOGICAL THEMES 

Brave Little Parrot by Rafe Martin.  NY: G.P. Putnam 1998.   Forest fire.   



Give up Gecko: A Folktale from Uganda by Margaret Read MacDonald.  NY: Two Lions, 

2013.  Animals in drought. 

Go to Sleep Gecko.  A Balinese Folktale.  By Margaret Read MacDonald.  August House, 

2006. Interconnectedness of nature. 

The Invisible Hunters: A Legend from the Miskito Indians of Nicagarua/Los Cazadores 

Invisible: una Leyenda de los Indios Miskitos de Nicaragua.  Ed. by Octavio Chow and Morris 

Vidaure.  Trans. by Rosalma Zubizarreta and Alma Flor Ada.  Illus. Joe Sam. San Fransicso, 

CA:  Children’s Book Press, 1987, 

The People Who Hugged the Trees: An Environmental Folk Tale by Deborah Lee Rose.  Illus. 

Birgitta Saflund.  Roberts Rinehart, 1990.   Villagers hug trees until ruler agrees to let them 

stand. 

Slop: A Welsh Folktale by Margaret Read MacDonald, illus Yvonne LeBrun Davis.  Golden, 

CO: Fulcrum, 1997.  Dealing with garbage.  

Surf War: A Folktale from the Marshall Islands by Margaret Read MacDonald, illus Geraldo 

Valério.  Atlanta, GA: August House, 2009.  Fight over resources.  

 

 

 


